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REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 


The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices located ‘tn major 


cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle on a news or feature story provided 


through this service--or have @ direct news. inquiry--you may contact one of the offices 
listed below. This listing includes the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the 
Regional Directors for Public Affairs and the states in their regions: 
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Week of October 17, 1988 


LO SITU. 19 


WASHINGTON--The September 1988: unemployment rate for blacks 
was 10.8 percent, compared to 11.3 percent in August, according 
to the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 
unemployment rate for blacks in Sept. 1987 was 12.4 percent. 


The September unemployment rate for black men was 8.8 
percent, compared to 9.6 percent in August, 1988 and 9.5 percent 
for Sept. 1987. For black women, September's unemployment rate 
was 9.5 percent, compared to 9.9 percent in August and 12.6 
percent in Sept. 1987. 


Teenagers between the ages of 16 and 19 had the highest 
unemployment rate for blacks, at 31.9 percent in September, 
compared to 32.4 percent in August and 31.5 percent in Sept. 
1987. 


Overall, employment rose and unemployment edged down in 
September. Both the overall and civilian workers jobless rates, 
which had risen slightly in August, fell two-tenths of a 
percentage point to 5.3 and 5.4 percent, respectively. 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of 
business establishments, rose by 255,000 to 106.7 million in September. 
More than 100,000 of this increase occurred in government employment, 
largely related to gains in public education. Total civilian employment, 
as measured by the monthly survey of households, edged up to 115.3 million. 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data) 


After rising slightly in August, both the level and rate of 
unemployment eased back down in September. The number of unemployed 
persons fell by 250,000 in September to 6.6 million, and the civilian 
worker unemployment rate declined from 5.6 to 5.4 percent, seasonally 
adjusted. Both of these measures have moved within relatively narrow 
ranges most of this year. 


Adult men accounted for the over-the-month decline in unemployment as 
their jobless: rate returned to the July level of 4.5 percent. In contrast, 
the rates for adult women (4.8 percent), teenagers (15.7 percent), whites 
(4.8 percent), and blacks (10.8 percent) showed little or no change over 
the month. The jobless rate for Hispanics dropped by a percentage point to 
7.4 percent. 


The median duration of unemployment declined slightly over the month 
to 5.5 weeks. The number of persons working part time for economic 
‘reasons-~persons often referred to as the partially unemployed--was little 
changed at 5.1 million. 
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Civilian Employment and the Labor Force (Household Survey Data) 


Total civilian employment edged up to 115.3 million, and the 
employment~population ratio was at a high of 62.4 percent. The civilian 
labor force numbered 121.9 million. Labor force growth has been relatively 
slow thus far in 1988. 


Discouraged Workers (Household Survey Data) 


In the third quarter of 1988, there were 930,000 discouraged workers-- 
persons who want to work but have not looked for jobs because they believe 
they could not find any. Their number was about the same as in the second 
quarter of 1988. More than half of the discouraged total were women, and a 
third were black. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 


Employment status of the civilian population by race, sex, age, and Hispanic origin 


(Numbers in thousands) 
EE EEEEnnnereeneeeeeereeneeereeeeseretaeeeeeeceemeeeeeeeeemeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaacaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaal 


Not seasonally adjusted 


Employment status, race, sex, age, and = = yrspertet = , 
Mepanis ony Sept. Aug. Sept. Sept. May Aug Sept 
1987 1988 1988 1987 1988 1988 1988 














WHITE 


Civilian noninstitutional population 157,242 . 158,422 157,242 , b . ’ 158,422 
Civilian labor force .. 103,295 . 104,959 103,357 J ; J . 105,043 
Participation rate ... on 65.7 é 66.3 65.7 : . y 66.3 
98,261 F 100,177 98,069 . t \ ’ 100,019 

62.5 . 63.2 62.4 . . . 63.1 

5,033 : 4,782 5,288 ’ . , . 5,024 

. . 46 5.1 , : 48 


54,872 , ; 54,850 
78.4 . 78.3 
52,910 } 52,594 
75.1 

2,255 

4.1 


Both sexes, 16 to 19 years 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate | 4) y . ‘ 

Employed me ' | ; | 5,772] §,657 | 
| 48.9 49.0 | 
| 918 | 979 | 
13.7 | 14.3 | 
142/ 15.1) 
13.4 | 


20,426 | 20,650| 20,683) 20,715 
13,028 | 13,069| 12,989 | 13,293 | 
638| 633 628| 64.2 
11,421 | 11,452| 11,489 | 11,774 | 
55.9 55.5 55.5 56.8 | 
1,607| 1,617| 1,500/ 1,519 | 
123) 124] 115] 11.4 








| 
| 


6,032| 6,107| 6,064/| 6,070 
74.5 5 | 73.8 | 73.8 | 
5,421 , | §,458| 5,492 
67.0 | . 665| 668 
611 606 | 578 
10.1 8} 10.0} 9.5 





Civilian labor force ‘ | . 6,067 ; 6,074 6,307 
Participation rate 0.2... cccceneeee nla . 9 | 59.7 | 0 | 59.0 | 61.2 

= . | §,357 y |. §,421 5,650 

Employment-population ratio? vaiiital ee , ’ 8 | 52.7 7 | 52.7 548 


Unemployed .. ; — | | 710 | 652 657 
Unemployment rate . . ' 11.7 6 | 10.7 . 


Both sexes, 16 to 19 years | 

Civilian labor force Se a PS : 852 | 
Participation rate .... =e ee Ss: ’ 5 | 5 | 8! Y 39.0 
610 
Employment-population ratio’ . : . . , 28.0 
Unemployed .. se = seek as 242 
Unemployment rate . a : teu — : , . 8 | ' 28.4 





See footnotes at end of tabie. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 


Employment status of the civilian population for eleven large States 
(Numbers in thousands) 
Not seasonally adjusted’ Seasonally 


adjusted’ 
~——e= [s[s[sie[e) s/s 
1987 1988 1988 1987 1988 1988 


20,639 21,043 21,078 20,639 20,931 20,972 21,012 
13,790 14,256 14,116 13,815 14,142 14,105 14,131 
13,026 13,462 13,409 13,027 13,251 - 13,315 13,374 
764 794 707 788 891 790 757 
5.5 5.6 5.0 5.7 6.3 5.6 5.4 





























See footnotes at end of table. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 


Employment status of the civilian population for eleven large States—Continued 
(Numbers in thousands) 





' These are the official Bureau of Labor Statistics’ estimates used in the identical numbers appear in the unadjusted and the seasonally adjustec 
administration of Federal fund allocation . 


programs. 
? The population figures are not adjusted fo: seasonal variation; therefore, 
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U.S. AREAS FOR HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT IDENTIFZED 


WASHINGTON -- A total of 1,713 civil jursidictions throughout the 
U.S. have been classified as "labor surplus areas” because of high 
unemployment,’ Labor Secretary Ann McLaughlin has announced, 


Because of improvements in the U.S. economy during 1986 and 
1987, the new qualifying unemployment rate for classification as 
a labor surplus area is 8.0 percent. The rate had been 8.6 
percent for fiscal year 1988. 


Labor surplus areas are classified so that more of the 
government's procurement dollars go where people are in the most 
severe. economic need. Employers in these areas are eligible for 
preference in bidding on Federal contracts. 


The department will continue to add areas to this list 
under its “exceptional circumstance" criteria. An example 
would be recent, sudden increases in unemployment which are not 
seasonal or temporary in nature. These increases must be a 
result of exceptional circumstances such as plant closures, 
natural disasters or contract cancellations. . 


The list and a complete description of the classification 


criteria -- including updates to the annual listing -- are 
published in “Area Trends in Employment and Unemployment", a 
monthly publication prepared by the department's Employment 
and Training Administration. 


To order a copy, write or call the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402, telephone: 202/783-3238. It is available for $25 for 
a 12-month subscription or $3 for a single monthly issue. 


#4 
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McLAUGHLIN ANNOUNCES SELF-EMPLOYMENT DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS 

IN OREGON, MASSACHUSETTS, MINNESOTA 5 it 
WASHINGTON -- Between 1,000 and 2,900 jobless workers in Oregon, 

Massachusetts and Minnesota will have an opportunity to put themselves 

and others to work by using their unemployment henefits. to start their 

own small businesses. 


The demonstration projects were announced by Secretary of Labor Ann 
McLaughlin. They will provide cash allowances totaling up to $8 million in 
the three states, depending on state enrollments, plus other services to 
assist self-employment, such as training, counseling, and management 
assistance. Oregon, Massachusetts and Minnesota will join in this innovative 
effort to help unemployed workers become successful entrepreneurs. 


“Small businesses have been the primary source of new jobs in the United 
States over the last decade," Secretary McLaughlin said in announcing the 
project. “This pilot project will help unemployed persons with 
entrepreneurial spirit to create jobs for themselves by starting new business 
ventures. 


The Three-State Self-Employment Demonstration Project in Oregon, 
Massachusetts and Minnesota is scheduled to begin operating in mid-1989, and 
will run for approximately three years. Funds will be used to pay for a 
portion of the costs of starting and operating a new business and will be 
based on the amount of unemployment benefits claimants would normally receive 
while looking for a job. 


Between 1,000 and 2,000 project participants will be selected at random 
from those unemployed workers interested in self-employment to receive self- 
employment allowances, in addition to business training, counseling, and 
management assistance. These allowances will total between $3,000 and “4, 000 
per person, and will be made in weekly installments. 


The new self-employment projects are part of a comprehensive Unemployment 
Insurance (UI) Self-Employment Demonstration. The Department of Labor 
initiated this project in September 1987 in the state of Washington. In 
December, the Congress authorized three more self-employment demonstration 
projects in Section 9152 of the Omnibus Budget and Reconciliation Act of 1987. 


The demonstration projects will be used to evaluate the use of self- 
employment programs as a policy tool in the United States. Similar programs 
as a policy tool in the United States. Similar programs have been used 
successfully in Great Britain, France, and other foreign countries. 


The states of Oregon, Massachusetts and Minnesota were chosen for the 
project from applications based on the selection criteria outlined in the law. 
These criteria included technical assistance services currently provided to 
the self-employed; the business climate for new, small business enterprises; 
adequacy of state resources to carry out both a regular UI program and the 
self-employment project; and the range of services that the state was willing 
to provide to project participants. 


Further information about the projects can be obtained by contacting 
Stephen A. Wandner at 202/535-0620. 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. LABOR DEPARTMENT 


Jobs in professional occupations requiring a college degree 
are expected to grow by more than 40 percent.in the next 12 
years, according to the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. The most rapid growth will occur in the engineering, 
computer system analyst and health occupations fields. 


# # # 


College-level jobs in managerial and management-related 
occupations are expected to increase nearly 60 percent between 
now and the year 2000, according to the U.S. Labor Department's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. The most rapid growth will be among 
accountants, auditors and management analysts. 


# # # 


Jobs in markets and sales occupations that require a college 
degree are expected to grow more than 75 percent in the next 12 
years, the largest percentage increase for any occupation, 
according to the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. College-level marketing and sales jobs are 
concentrated in insurance, real estate, securities and financial 
services and in other nonretail marketing and sales occupations. 


# # # 


College-level jobs in administrative support, service, and 
blue-collar occupations -- although small in number -- are 
expected to grow by more than half between now and the year 2000, 
according to the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 











